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Appendix C:  PLANT PALETTE 
         

Botanic Name Cultivar or 
Common Name 

Comment Native Drought 
Tolerant

Parking 
Lot (Salt 
Tolerant)

Buffer/
Screening

Foundation 
Landscape 

Sun Shade Signs Encouraged 
Along Arterials 

GROUNDCOVERS            

Asarum canadense Canadian Wild 
Ginger 

One of the most 
hardy of the 
groundcovers 

X      X

Euonymus fortunei 
‘coloratus’

Wintercreeper, 
Purpleleaf 

One of the most 
hardy of the 
groundcovers 

        X 

Hedera helix Ivy, English  English Ivy is the 
least hardy of the 
groundcovers; not 
salt tolerant, dieback 
in harsh winters 

    X     

Hedera helix ‘Baltica’ Less hardy than 
Thorndale 

         

Hedera helix ‘Thorndale’ Thorndale is the 
most hardy of the 
English Ivy 

         

Parthenocissus tricuspidata Ivy, Boston      X X X   
Polygonum cuspidatum 
‘compactum’

Fleeceflower,
Dwarf  

  X   X X   X 

Sedum kamtschaticum Stonecrop, 
Kamtschatka 

One of the most 
hardy of the 
groundcovers 

 X X  X X   X 

Sedum spurium cultivars Stonecrop  One of the most 
hardy of the 
groundcovers 

         

Vinca minor Periwinkle       X X   
Vinca minor ‘Bowles’           
Vinca minor 'Dart's Blue' substitute for 

Bowles, used just as 
often 

 X        

Waldsteinia ternata Strawberry, 
Barren 

One of the most 
hardy of the 
groundcovers 

    X X X   
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PERENNIALS            

Achillea millefolium Yarrow     X  X X  X X 
Achillea millefolium ‘Hope’           
Achillea millefolium ‘Paprika’           
Achillea millefolium ‘Snow Sport’           
Achillea x ‘Coronation Gold’           
Achillea x ‘Moonshine’           
Agastache 
scrophulariaefolia 

Purple Giant 
Hyssop

 X     X    

Allium cernuum Nodding Wild 
Onion 

 X     X   X 

Amorpha canescens Lead Plant  X     X X   
Aquilegia canadense Wild Columbine  X      X   
Artemisia stelleriana 
‘Brocade’

Artemisia susceptible to rot in 
commercial 
plantings 

 X    X    

Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Weed  X        X 
Aster novi-angliae 'Purple 
Dome'

Aster, New 
England 

   X  X X X X  

Aster species Aster  there are many other 
asters well suited to 
commerical
plantings, including 
many native species 

          

Astilbe chinensis Astilbe there are many other 
astilbes which are 
well suited to 
commercial 
plantings 

      X   

Astilbe chinensis chinensis ‘pumila’           
Astilbe chinensis chinensis 

‘Visions’ 
          

Baptisia australis False Indigo, Blue  X X    X    
Baptisia x 'Purple Smoke' False Indigo, Blue           
Coreopsis palmata Stiff Tickseed  X    X X  X X 
Coreopsis verticillata Coreopsis, 

Threadleaf 
     X X X X X 

Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moonbeam’           
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Coreopsis verticillata ‘Zagreb’           
Echinacea pallida Pale Purple 

Coneflower 
 X X X  X X  X  

Echinacea purpurea Coneflower, 
Purple

 X        X 

Echinacea purpurea ‘Bright Star’ there are many new 
echinacea cultivars 
available

         

Echinacea purpurea ‘Kim’s Knee 
High’ 

          

Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’           
Echinacea purpurea ‘White Swan’           
Eryngium yuccifolium Rattlesnake 

Master 
 X X    X    

Eupatorium maculatum Joe Pye Weed           X X    X  X  
Euphorbia polychroma Spurge, Cushion may not be reliable 

in winter survival 
 X    X    

Fragaria hybrids Strawberry, 
Ornamental 
hybrids 

can be invasive          

Fragaria hybrids ‘Lipstick’           
Fragaria hybrids ‘Pink Panda’           
Gaillardia x grandiflora Blanketflower can rot out in the 

winter, not good in 
large masses 

 X    X    

Gaillardia x grandiflora ‘Burgundy’ can rot out in the 
winter, not good in 
large masses 

         

Gaillardia x grandiflora ‘Dazzler’ can rot out in the 
winter, not good in 
large masses 

         

Gaillardia x grandiflora ‘Goblin’  can rot out in the 
winter, not good in 
large masses 

         

Geranium hybrids Geranium, Hybrid there are many more 
good geranium 
cultivars 

  X X   

Geranium hybrids ‘Johnson’s Blue’           
Geranium macrorhizum Geranium, Bigroot           
Geranium maculatum Geranium, Wild  X         
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Geranium sanguineum Cranesbill, Bloody           
Geum triflorum Prairie Smoke  X     X    
Heliopsis helianthoides False Sunflower Needs competition X X    X    
Hemerocallis hybrids Daylily, Hybrid there are over 

40,000 cultivars; 
concern with daylily 
rust disease 

 X X  X X X X X 

Hemerocallis ‘Chicago 
Apache’

Daylily, Hybrid           

Hemerocallis ‘Happy 
Returns’

Daylily, Hybrid           

Heuchera americana Alum Root there are additional 
good heuchera on 
the market 

    X  X   

Heuchera micrantha ‘Palace Purple’           
Heuchera sanguinea Coral Bells           
Heuchera sanguinea ‘Autumn Bride’           
Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

Hosta there are additional 
good hosta on the 
market 

 X X  X X X X  

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

clausa           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

fortunei ‘aureo-
marginata’

          

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

plantaginea           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

tokudama           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

ventricosa           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

‘August Moon’           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

‘Blue Angel’           

Hosta, species, hybs. and 
cultivars

‘Royal Standard’           

Iris siberica cultivars Iris, Siberian           
Iris siberica cultivars ‘Butter and Sugar’          
Iris siberica cultivars 'Caesar’s Brother’           
Iris siberica cultivars ‘Jewelled Crown’           
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Iris siberica cultivars ‘Steve’           
Iris versicolor Iris, Blue Flag        X   
Liatris aspera   X     X    
Liatris spicata cultivars Gayfeather  X     X    
Liatris spicata 'Kobold' Gayfeather true cultivar may not 

be readily available 
         

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinal Flower  X     X X   
Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot, 

Horsemint 
 X    X X  X  

Nepeta species and hybrids Catmint need to improve 
nepeta listings; some 
concerns with being 
invasive due to 
reseeding 

 X    X X   

Nepeta species and hybrids mussini ‘Blue 
Wonder’

          

Nepeta species and hybrids ‘Walker’s Low’           
Parthenium integrifolium Wild Quinine  X X    X    

           
Penstemon digitalis Penstemon  X X    X    
Penstemon digitalis ‘Husker Red’           
Perovskia atriplicifolia Sage, Russian   X X   X  X  
Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Little Spire’           
Perovskia atriplicifolia ‘Longin’           
Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant reseeds, some 

invasive concerns 
     X X   

Physostegia virginiana ‘Miss Manners’           
Physostegia virginiana ‘Vivid’           
Ratibida pinnata Prairie or Gray 

Headed 
Coneflower 

 X    X X  X  

Rudbeckia fulgida 
‘Goldsturm’

Black-Eyed 
Susan, Hybrid 

     X X  X  

Rudbeckia subtomentosum Black-Eyed 
Susan, Native, 
Sweet

 X         

Salvia nemorosa 
'Caradonna'

Salvia, Hybrid many additional 
excellent salvia 
cultivars 

    X X  X X 

Salvia x superba Salvia, Hybrid           
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Salvia x superba ‘East Friesland’           
Salvia x superba ‘May Night’           
Sedum spectabile 'Autumn 
Joy'

Sedum, Autumn 
Joy

additional cultivars  X X  X X  X X 

Solidago speciosa Showy Goldenrod  X X   X X  X X 
Veronica incana Speedwell, 

Woolly 
less suited to 
commercial 
plantings 

     X X   

Veronica incana ‘Minuet’           
Veronica spicata Speedwell, Hybrid           
Veronica spicata ‘Blue Peter’           
Veronica spicata ‘Icicle’           
Veronica spicata ‘Red Fox’          
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root  X   X X X X   
Zizea Alexander Golden Alexander  X        

          
ORNAMENTAL 
GRASSES

          

Andropogon gerardii Bluestem, Big  X X    X  X  
Calamagrostis acutifolia 
'Karl Foerster'

Feather Reed 
Grass

      X  X X 

Carex, species Carex (excluding 
nutsedge) 

there are many carex 
for commercial 
plantings, some 
native, some non 
native 

     X X  X 

Chasmanthium latifolium Sea Oats, 
Northern 

Chasmanthium can 
pose a reseeding 
problem; some list it 
as invasive 

     X X X  

Glyceria maxima variegata Manna Grass, 
Variegated 

      X    

Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass       X    
Miscanthus sinensis Maiden Grass need to improve 

miscanthus listings; 
some not hardy; 
some concerns with 
being invasive 

     X    

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’           
Panicum virgatum  'Rotstrahlbusch'      X X  X  
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Panicum virgatum Switch Grass  X         
Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’           
Pennisetum alopecuroides Fountain Grass   X  X X X  X  
Schizachyrium scoparium Bluestem, Little  X X  X X X  X  
Sorghastrum nutans Indian Grass additional cultivars X X    X    
Spartina pectinata Cordgrass, Prairie  X X    X    
Sporobolus heterolepis Dropseed, Prairie one of the best 

shorter native 
grasses 

X X    X    

          
SHRUBS       
Deciduous 
(small-med)

          

Berberis thunbergii Barberry   X X X X X X X  
Berberis thunbergii ‘Intermedia’           
Berberis thunbergii ‘Kobold’ this is available in 

the trade 
         

Berberis thunbergii ‘Rosy Glow’           
Berberis thunbergii ‘Sparkle’           
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey Tea  X X  X X X  
Chaenomeles speciosa Quince, Flowering   X    X    
Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Cameo’           
Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Jet Trail’           
Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Texas Scarlet’           
Clethra alnifolia Summersweet  X  X X X X X   
Clethra alnifolia ‘Hummingbird’           
Clethra alnifolia ‘Pink Spires’           
Clethra alnifolia ‘Ruby Spice’           
Cornus sericea Dogwood, 

Redtwig 
 X X X X X X X X  

Cornus sericea ‘Isanti’           
Cornus sericea ‘Kelseyi’           
Cotoneaster apiculata Cotoneaster, 

Cranberry 
          

Cotoneaster x hessei Cotoneaster, Hess           
Diervilla lonicera Bush Honeysuckle  X X X X X X X X  
Diervilla sessifolia Bush Honeysuckle  X         
Hamamelis virginiana Common 

Witchhazel 
 X   X X X X X  
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Hydrangea arborescens Hydrangea,
Arborescens 

 X   X X X X X  

Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’           
Hydrangea arborescens ‘Grandiflora’           
Hydrangea paniculata 
‘grandiflora’

Hydrangea,
Panicle

    X X X X X  

Hydrangea paniculata 
‘Unique’

Hydrangea,
Panicle

          

Hydrangea tardiva Hydrangea, Late           
Lonicera xylosteum Lonicera, Dwarf           
Lonicera xylosteum ‘Claveyii’           
Lonicera xylosteum ‘Emerald Mound’           
Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’ Sumac, Gro-Low   X X  X X X X X 
Ribes alpinum 
‘Greenmound’

Currant, Alpine 
Greenmound 

          

Rosa carolina Carolina Rose, 
Pasture Rose 

 X    X X  X X 

Rosa rugosa Rose, Shrub 
Rugosa 

          

Rosa rugosa ‘Belle Poitivine’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Charles Albanel’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Frau Dagmar 

Hastrup’ 
          

Rosa rugosa ‘Henry Hudson’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Jens Munk’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Pavement’ and 

others in series 
          

Rosa rugosa ‘Scabrosa’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Schneezwerg’           
Rosa x Rose, Shrub, 

Flower Carpet 
Series

     X X  X X 

Rosa x Rose, Shrub, 
Explorer 

          

Rosa x Rose, Shrub, 
Griffith Buck 
Hybrids 

excellent performers          

Rosa x Rose, Shrub, 
Carefree

          

S. x doornbuseii ‘Magic Coralberry           
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Berry’
Spirea fritschiana Spirea, Fritsch           
Spirea japonica Spirea, Japanese           
Spirea japonica ‘Little Princess’    X X X X  X  
Spirea japonica ‘Norman’           
Spirea x bumalda Spirea, Hybrid 

Bumalda 
   X X X X  X  

Spirea x bumalda ‘Anthony 
Waterer’ 

          

Spirea x bumalda ‘Froebellii’           
Symphoricarpus alba 
‘Hancock’

Coralberry     X   X X  

Syringa meyeri ‘Palibin’ Lilac, Dwarf 
Palibin 

   X X X X  X  

Syringa patula ‘Miss Kim’ Lilac, Dwarf 
Korean 

   X X X X  X  

           
Deciduous 
(med-large) 

          

Amelanchier stolonifera Serviceberry,
Running 

  X X  X X X   

Aronia arbutifolia 
'Brilliantissima'

Chokeberry, Red   X    X X   

Aronia melanocarpa Chokeberry, Black   X    X X  X 
Aronia melanocarpa ‘Viking’           
Aronia melanocarpa ‘Autumn Magic’           
Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush           
Cornus mas 'Golden Glory' Dogwood, 

Corneliancherry 
   X X X X X X  

Cornus racemosa Dogwood, Gray  X X X X X X X X  
Cornus sericea ‘Baileyi’           
Cornus sericea ‘Cardinal’           
Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramea’           
Corylus americana Filbert, American 

Hazelnut
 X     X X   

Cotoneaster acutifolia Cotoneaster, 
Peking

  X X  X X X X  

Lonicera tatarica ‘Zabelli’ Honeysuckle,Tata
rian Red 

     X X X X  

Lonicera xylosteum Honeysuckle,           
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‘Clavey’s’ Dwarf 
Physocarpus opulifolius
‘nanus’

Ninebark, Dwarf additional cultivars          

Rhus aromatica Sumac, Fragrant  X         
Rhus copallina 'Morton' Prairie Flame'           
Ribes alpinum Currant, Alpine   X X  X X X X  
Rosa rugosa Rose, Shrub 

Rugosa 
          

Rosa rugosa ‘Hansa’           
Rosa rugosa ‘Magnifica’           
Spirea prunifolia Spirea, 

Bridalwreath
          

Spirea x vanhoutteii Spirea, VanHoutte    X X X X  X  
Syringa chinensis 
‘Saugeana’

Lilac, Hedge    X X X X  X  

Syringa vulgaris Lilac, Common    X X X X  X  
Viburnum dentatum Viburnum, 

Arrowwood 
 X   X X X X X X 

Viburnum dentatum ‘Autumn Jazz’           
Viburnum dentatum ‘Chicago Lustre’           
Viburnum dentatum ‘Northern 

Burgundy’ 
          

Viburnum dentatum ‘Blue Muffin’           
Viburnum lantana 
'Mohican'

Viburnum, 
Wayfaring 

    X X X  X  

Viburnum opulus Viburnum, 
Highbush 
Cranberry 

borer problems          

Viburnum prunifolium Viburnum, 
Blackhaw 

 X X  X X X  X  

Viburnum trilobum Viburnum, 
American 

 X   X X X  X  

Viburnum trilobum ‘Alfredo’           
Viburnum trilobum ‘Compactum 

Bailey’s’
          

Viburnum trilobum ‘Hah’s’           
Viburnum trilobum ‘Wentworth’           
Viburnum x juddii Viburnum, Judd 

Fragrant 
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Evergreen Shrubs            
Juniperus chinensis 
cultivars

Juniper, Upright     X X X  X X 

Juniperus horizontalis 
cultivars

Juniper, Creeping additional cultivars    X X X  X X 

Juniperus sabina cultivars Juniper, Savin           
Pinus mugo pumilio Pine, Mugo Dwarf           
Taxus x media cultivars Yew, Spreading Yews should not be 

used in heavy salt 
zones 

         

           
TREES            

Evergreen            

Abies concolor Fir, White, 
Concolor 

 X X  X  X    

Picea abies Spruce, Norway           
Picea glauca Spruce, White  X         
Picea pungens cultivars Spruce, Colorado     X  X    
Pinus nigra Pine, Austrian   X X X  X    
Thuja occidentalis cultivars Arborvitae,

Eastern
    X  X    

           
Ornamental            
Acer campestre Maple, Hedge   X X X X X    
Acer ginnala 'Flame' Maple, Amur   X  X  X    
Acer miyabe ‘Morton’ Maple, Miyabe           
Acer tataricum Maple, Tatarian           
Alnus glutinosa Alder, Black       X    
Amelanchier species and 
hybrids

Serviceberry   X X X X X  X  

Amelanchier species and 
hybrids

‘Autumn 
Brilliance’ 

          

Amelanchier species and 
hybrids

‘Cumulus’           

Amelanchier species and 
hybrids

canadensis           

Amelanchier species and 
hybrids

laevis            

Cercis canadensis Redbud  X X    X X X  
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Cornus mas Dogwood, 
Corneliancherry 

    X X X    

Cornus mas ‘Golden Glory’           
Crataegus crusgalli var. 
inermis

Hawthorn, 
Cockspur 

  X X X X X X   

Crataegus phaenopyrum Hawthorn, 
Washington 

 X X X X X X X   

Crataegus phaenopyrum ‘Manbeck’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Adams’   X X X X X  X X 
Malus species and hybrids ‘Donald Wyman’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Prairiefire’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Red Jewel’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Red Peacock’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Sentinel’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘Spring Snow’          
Malus species and hybrids ‘Zumi’           
Malus species and hybrids ‘sargentii’       X    
Pyrus calleryana Pear, Ornamental   X   X   X
Pyrus calleryana ‘Aristocrat’   X    X   X 
Pyrus calleryana ‘Autumn Blaze’           
Pyrus calleryana ‘Chanticleer’           
Pyrus calleryana ‘Redspire’           
Syringa pekinensis 'Morton' Lilac, Peking    X  X X    
Syringa reticulata 'Ivory 
Silk'

Lilac, Japanese 
Tree

   X   X   X 

           
           

Shade            
Acer x freemannii 'Autumn 
Blaze'

Maple, Hybrid           

Celtis occidentalis 'Prairie 
Pride'

Hackberry, 
Common 

 X X    X X   

Corylus colurna Filbert, Turkish   X    X X   
Fraxinus americana Ash, White Consider concerns 

on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

X         

Fraxinus americana ‘Autumn 
Applause’ 

Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 
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Fraxinus americana ‘Autumn Purple’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus americana ‘Rosehill’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus americana ‘Skyline’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus pennsylvanica Ash, Green Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

X         

Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Cimmarron’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Marshall 
Seedless’ 

Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Patmore’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Summit’ Consider concerns 
on Emerald Ash 
Borer 

         

Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo, 
Maindenhair Tree 

      X   X 

Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn Gold’           
Ginkgo biloba ‘Magyar’           
Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’           
Gleditsia triacanthos 
‘inermis’

Honeylocust   X X X  X   X 

Gleditsia triacanthos 
‘inermis’

‘Halka’           

Gleditsia triacanthos 
‘inermis’

‘Moraine’           

Gleditsia triacanthos 
‘inermis’

‘Shademaster’           

Gleditsia triacanthos 
‘inermis’

‘Skyline’           

Gymnocladus dioicus Coffeetree,
Kentucky 

 X  X   X   X 
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Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Espresso’           
Quercus bicolor Oak, Swamp 

White 
 X         

Quercus macrocarpa Oak, Bur  X         
Quercus robur Oak, English may be susceptible 

to disease  
         

Quercus robur Skymaster’ may be susceptible 
to disease  

   X  X    

Quercus robur ‘Skyrocket’ may be susceptible 
to disease  

         

Quercus rubra Oak, Northern 
Red 

 X         

Quercus x schuettii Oak, Hybrid, 
Schuett 

          

Tilia americana 'Redmond' Linden, American           
Tilia cordata 'Glenleven' Linden, Littleleaf           
Tilia cordata 'Greenspire' Linden, Littleleaf   X    X X   
Ulmus x Elm, Hybrid    X   X    
Ulmus x ‘Frontier’           
Ulmus x ‘Homestead’           
Ulmus x ‘Morton’           

         

UNACCEPTABLE 
TREES

         

Common Name Botanical
Name 

Problem(s)          

            
Black locust Robinia spp. Shallow

roots/invasive
         

         
Boxelder Acer negundo Weak wooded          

         
Buckthorn Rhamnus 

frangula
Disease/short

lived
         

         
Mulberry Morus spp. Litter/short lived          
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Osage orange Maclura

pomifera 
Litter/thorns          

         
Persimmon Diospyros spp. Litter          

         
Poplar Populus spp. Weak

wooded/short
lived

         

         
Russian olive Elaeagnus

angustifolia
Weak

wooded/short
lived

         

         
Silver maple Acer

saccharinurn 
Weak wooded          

         
Tree of heaven Ailanthus spp. Weak

wooded/invasive
         

         
Walnut Juglans spp. Litter          

         
Willow, corkscrew Salix Weak

wooded/litter
         

         
           


